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at the present time . 

C.4.US hopes to build a special "defense " fund which would give us the 

l atitude to file Freedom of I nforma t ion l awsuits whenever we f ound it necessary-­

and that happen s almost dai l y-- and to defend or otherwise assist anyone who 

encounters dif f icu l ties as the result of disclosing informa tion r elated to UFOs . 

dr . Gers t en has donated many , many hours of his v a luable time to UFOlogy and 

it would be totally unreasonable to expe ~ t him to take part in for thcoming 

legal actions without compensation. Furthermore , his obliga tions to his em-

ployer wou l d prevent him from devoting neede d time t o the litigation unl ess 

a retainer fee was paid . 

Our anonymous benefactor said it best in his accompanying note: "This 

fund t o f inanc e the use of the U.S. Freedom of Informa tion Act in prying the 

lid off the 'crashed sauc er' story and othe r impor t ant evidenc e i s some thing 

that should have been established by responsible researcher s a long time ago . 

Let's hope my token amount wi ll be more t h n ma tched in weeks to come by le gions 

of donors prepared to cease mouthing the sta tus quo and to start coughing up 

the dough." 
INN! 

1959 'tpSYCHIC" INCIDENT ADDED TO UFO FOLKLORE : CAUS FINDS DISCREPAN CIES -

"O ld UFO incidents never die--it 's impossible to kill t hem ." No, this isn't 

a sta tement made by Dr . J. Allen Hynek , or even UFO explainer Philip Klass, 

but it does seem to be true. Once an inc iden t becomes widely reported--and 

widely accepted, usually without thorough investigation--it seems nearly im­

possib le to ever explain or identify t he sigh ting (or incident) as anything 

other than another "bona f i de " cas e. Typically, whenever someone does come 

forwa rd with ne gative informa tion abcu t a famous case, he's either ignored 

or scorned . And this applies to UFO advocates as well as UFO debunkers. 

One such famous case i!5 the July 6, 1959, so-called "Psychic Incident" 

which took place at a CIA building in downtown Washington, D.C. In most re­

ports, the bui ld ing is identified as "CL-\ Headquarters." In_ reality, there 

was nothing glamourous about the place, nor was it a "Headquarters . " Located 

at 5th and K Sts., N.W., it was kno~ as the "Stewart Building," with an 

automobile dea l ership on the ground floor and the CIA occupying the · fo11r 

floo r s above . It was a shabby and dreary building right in the middle of a 

high-crime area--personnel f rom the place often got mugged during their late­

night. excursions for takeout food. All in all, an unlikely site for ' a UFO 
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si ght ing, and an even un l i ke lier spot for an attempt to contact extraterrestrials 

through psychic means . 

But that ' s what reportedly occurred on July 6 , 1959. And according to a 

report fi ledby Major Rob ert Friend, USAF , Commanding Officer of Projec t Blue 

Book , contact was made , a UFO appeared upon reque s t and was vi ewed through the 

wind ow by CIA personnel, and the sigh tin g was later c onfirmed by radar 

Friend's version of t he inciden t appe ars in "UFO s : Past , Present , and 

Fu t ur e , " a movie produced by Allan Sc3;ndler and a l so t he title of a book writ t en 

by Robert E mene gger, who wrote the script for the movie . Both t he book 's and 

movie 's version s of the incident were based on a document provided by Dr . David 

J acobs , author of "The UFO Controversy in America ," who happened ac r os s Friend ' s 

hand-written memo on the incident in the f ile s of Dr . Hynek . Subs equent l y , J acobs 

interviewed Friend about the memo and was sworn to secrecy as to t he names of 

the individuals listed as participants in t he report --CIA and Navy personne l. 

Because neither J acobs nor E.mene gge r/Sandler attempted to t a lk with any 

of the participants and publicized the incident without ever veri fying the de-

ails, CAUS Direc tor Todd Zechel made it a priority mission to conduct an in• 

ve~tiga tion . It took nearly bvo years t o determine the name s, and, so far, Zechel 

has inte rviewed only one of the part i cipants , -Ar.thur Lundahl. This is Zechel I s 

recons truct ion of wha t occurred , based on his i nvesti gat ion: 

In 1954, Mrs . Guy Swan of Elliot, Mai ne, began cla i min g she was in con-

tact wi th extraterrestria l beings who we r e orbiting Earth in an artificial sat­

ellite. Mrs. Swan claimed she communicat ed with these beings through a "sound­

on-sound" device; when t hey wished to speak with her she would hear an audible 

whi stling noise , at which t ime "they " would begin speaking to her and she would 

speak back , each hearing t he other by means of the invisible device. No telepathic 

or psychic method was involved . 

Soon, Mrs . Swan spread the good news to her neighbors, retired Navy Admiral 

Knowles and his wife . Bo t h were i mpres s ed and requested Mrs. Swan to ask questions 

of her alien friends . Of course , the "aliens" would never contact Mrs. Swan when 

.anyone e lse was present, bu t she would write downSanswers to the .Knowles' 

questions. Admiral Knowles then dec i ded ~ to write to the Office of Naval Intell­

igence and ask them t o chec k ou t some of her informa tion, some of which seemed 

to entail technology beyond her knowledge and compreh ens i on. (According to the 

Navy Intelligence Command's Inspec t or Gen·e r al Off i ce, the Navy received Knowles' 

letter and asked the FBI to investigate . Some time in ' l954 , apparently; the FBI 
~ 

... 
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interviewed Nrs. Swan . CAUS has reque s ted the records from the FBI. ) 

In any case, Knowles ' letter apparent ly remain d in O I fi les until 

July of 1959 , when USN Commander Jul ius M. Larsen happened across it . Larsen 

was an O I liaison offic er to the CIA's Photographic I nterpretation Center 

a t 5th and K Sts . He was also a pilo t and needed some flying time to keep 

hi s pilot ' s status , so he and a Lt . Commander flew to Elliot , Maine . They spent 

the evening talking with Mrs . Swan about her extraterrestrial contacts , slept 

in t he Knowles ' home and returned the following day . 

Larsen, like Knowles , was impressed with Mrs. Swan. But he was confused . 

1'frs . Swan had experimented with automatic wri ting prior to 1954 , but no thing 

much had come of it . However, she demonstrated automatic writing--a procedure 

that called fo r placing oneself in a psychi c tranc e--to Cmdr. Larsen. He assumed 

this was the means by which she commun icated with her "alien" friends: a false 

assumption that was fu rthered by the reams of message s she had written down 

and were strewn t hroughout her home. 

Thus, on July 6 , 1959, after he had signed in at the guarded entrance of 

t he Photo Interpretat i on Cen ter, Larsen headed stra i gh t for the office of the 

Center 's Direc tor, Arthur Lundahl , knowing that Lundahl was deeply interested 
. . 

i n UFO s and psychic phenomena. Larsen walked in ,- sat down and subsequently went 

i nto a trance. Present were Lundahl and his assistant, Lt. Crndr. Robert Neasharn, 

who f ormer ly worked at the Nav~l Photographic Interpretation Center (NavPIC) 

when Lundahl directed that center. In fact, Neasham , along with civilian em­

ployee Harry Woo , spent countless hours analyzing the Newhouse/Tremonton UFO 

film and testified about his conclus ions before the Robertson/CIA Panel in 

January 1953 . Neasharn and Woo had concluded the objects on the film were ex­

traterrestrial spacecraft and bo t h became very upset when the Panel rejected 

their conclusions and opted f or the infamous "seagull" explanation. 

Larsen, in the meantime, was writing the answers to questions he was 

asking: performing a curious sort of rite in which he would voice the questions 

and receive the answers tel~pathically through automatic writing. Lundahl 

glanced at the paper Larsen was writing on and could not discern anything in­

telligible: what in Larsen's mind were declarations made by superior alien 

beings appeared to Lundahl to be nothing more than childish scrawls. Neasham, 

on the other hand, was more impressed . As Cmdr . . Larsen continued with bis 

question-and-answer session, Neasham asked, "Can we see proof?" Lars~~' switching 

from writing to speaking , suddenly , said, "Go to the window, we' 11 _fly by for 
• 

you," At this point, boc~ tu:icahl and Neasham quickly covered the short distance 

i" 
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to t he room' s only window and sear ched -t he sky f or t he promised appearanc e . 

Neash am , more eager to see something t han Lundahl, no t i c ed there were str ange 

c loud f orma t ion s , isola t ed, t urbu lent f lu ffs tha t f ormed and di ssolved before 

t hei r eyes . Pe r haps Neasham though t the promis ed sp a t:e ship l urked behind one 

the many clouds swirl ing around in t he sky , but Lund-~h l says , "At no t i:ne did 

I see a spaceship or a UFO. And , to t he bes t of my kn ow ledge , nei t her did Bob 

(Nea sham) . " 

I n spi t e of t he fact no thing of any consequence occurr ed , ot he r t han 

Neasham suspecting a UFO lurking behind the clouds, both Lundahl and his 

assi s tant decided to report t he trance s e s s ion to Project Blue Boo k . It's 

poss i ble Neasham influenced Lundahl i n t his r egard by telling hi m he had 

phoned the Washing t on Na t i ona l Ai rport r adar section and t hey had informed 

him that radar returns from that sector of t he c i t y were "blocked out" dur i ng 

the time of the sighting . Whether Neasham ever made such a call or was told 

such a thing is open to question ; Neasham , i t seems, is prone to embellishment, 

i f not f abrication . 

Lundahl had sugges t ed to Neas ham that he phone Blue Book and invite the 

commanding off icer , Maj or Fri end, to drop i n on them the nex t time he was 

Washington and they ' d tell him about t he ir experi ence. Neasham, however, got 

carried away as usua l and more or l es s orde red Friend to come immediate ly to 

Washiniton for an i mportant briefing. 

Friend arrived on July 9th, prepared to be given a "TOP SECRET" briefing 

by CIA personnel on UFOs. Instead, he was taken to Lundahl's office by Neasham 

and the two chat t ed about the Tremonton and Great Falls UFO films, which Lun­

dahl had supervised the analysis of. Subsequently, Neasham briefed Friend about 

the July 6th inciden t, tell i ng him a UPO was seen out the window and confirmed 

by radar. Friend , needless to say, was impressed and amazed. Being basically 

in awe of the CIA, it never dawned on him he might be receiving erroneous in­

formation .Later, Larsen came to the building and in Friend's presence attempted 

t o re -con tact Mrs. Swan's alien friends. Nothing much happened except that 

Cmdr . Lar sen scrawled the same incomprehensible doodles on paper. A request for 

anothe r fly-by went unanswered in the cloudless sky. 

Fr iend r e turned to Wri ght-Patterson and filed a report with his superiors, 

whereupon he was told to drop interest in the matter--his superior would take 

c ar e of it. It migh t have died a deserved death right there had it not been for 

Jacobs finding Fr iend' s hand -wr i tten memo in Hynek's files and any number of 

oppor tunis t ic writers who've latched onto to it since. 
l#>f, 

.JT;s1 CA~S ~ wil l be p~o :~s ~:n 5 at laast two issues in December, including reports 
on fr.c: CIA cocu:::e:-.cs, ?:S3 in : ares:s in UFOs worldwide, DIA reports of UFO sightings, 
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a t the pr esent t ime. 

CAUS hopes to bui l d a spec ial "defense" fund whic h would give us the 

latitude to fi l e Freedom of I nf or ma t ion l awsui ts whenever we f ound it necessary-­

and that happens a l most daily-- and t o de f end or otherwise assis t anyon e who 

encounters diff iculties as t he r esult of dis c losing in f or ma t ion related t o UFOs . 

Mr. Ger sten has donated many, many hour s of his va l uable time t o UFOlogy and 

it wou ld be total ly unreasonable to expe~ t him to take par t in f or t hc oming 

legal acti ons wi t hout compensat i on . Furthermore, hi s obliga t ions to his em-

ploy er wou ld prevent him f rom devoting needed time to t he li t i ga t i on un l ess 

a retainer f ee was paid . 

Our anonymou s bene f actor said it bes t i n his accompanying note: "Thi s 

fund to finance the use of t he U. S . Freedom of I nformation Ac t in prying the 

l id of f the 'crashed sauc er ' stor y and other i mpor t ant evidence is something 

tha t should have been established by responsible re searc hers a l ong time ago. 

Let's hop e my token amount will be more than matched i n weeks to come by le gions 

of donors prepared to cease mouthing the status quo and to start coughing up 

the dough ." 
INNfo 

1 c,,;9 'tpSYCHIC" IN Cl.DEN T ADD ED TO UFO FOLKLORE: GAUS FINDS DISCREPAN CIES -

,-J UFO inc idents never die- -it 's i mpossible to kill them. " No, this isn't 

, •. ,~r ~ment made by Dr . J . Allen Hynek , or even UFO exp lai ner Philip Klass, 

t· :;- ,t: does seem t o be true. Once an i nc ident becomes widely reported--and 

-. :,_ i y accep ted , usual ly without t horough investigation- -it seems nearly i m­

po~sib le t o ever explain or i dentify t he sighting (or i nc ident) as anything 

other than another "bona f i de" case. Typi cal l y , whenever someone does come 

forward with nega t ive information abcut a f amous case, he's either ignored 

or scorned . And thi s applies to UFO advocates as well as UFO debunkers. 

One such f amous case i~ the July 6, 1959, so-called "Psychic Incident" 

which t ook place at a CIA building in downtown Washington, D. C. In most re­

por t s , t he building is identi f ied as "CIA Headquarters." In reality, there 

was no t hing glamourous about t he place, nor was it a "Headquarters . " Located 

a t 5t h and K Sts., N.W., it was known as the "Stewart Building,,. with an 

automobile dealership on the ground floor and the CIA occupying the fovr 

f loor s above. It was a shabby and dreary building right in the middle of a 

high- cr i me ar ea--personnel from the place often got mugged during their late­

nigh t excursions f or takeout f ood. All i n all, an unlikely site for a UFO 

CAUS Staff: w. Todd Zechel, Di rec t or - Former intelligence employee; held TOP 
SECRET+ security clearance wi t h t he National Security Agency/Army Security Agency 
Brad C. Sparks, Director of Re search - Physics maj9r with UC-Berkely; long-time 
student of the U.S. intelligence community; . considered an ~xpert on intelligence 
involvement with UFOs - Larry W. Bryant, Administrator - One of the founding fathers 
of t he anti-UFO secrecy moyem~nt; long-time ~ditor with government publications, 
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sighting, and an even unl ikelier spot fo r an attempt to contact extraterrestrials 

through psychic means. 

But that's what reportedly occurred on July 6, 1959, And according to a 

report f ilJ by Ma j or Robert Friend, USAF, Commanding Officer of Pro j ect Blue 

Book, contact was made, a UFO appeared upon request and was viewed through the 

window by CIA personnel, and the sighting was l a ter confi r med by radar. 

Friend' s version of the incident appears in "UFOs: Pas t, Present, and 

Future," a movie produced by Allan S~ndler and also t he title of a book written 

by Rober t c menegger, who wrote the script for the movie. Both t he book 's and 

mov i e' s vers ions of the incident were based on a document provided by Dr. Davi d 

Jac obs , author of "The UFO Controversy in America," who happened across Friend' s 

hand - written memo on the incident in the f iles of Dr. Hynek, Subsequently , Jacobs 

interv iewed Friend about the memo and was sworn to secrecy as to the names of 

the individuals lis ted as parti cipants in the report--CIA and Navy personnel, 

Because neithe r Jacobs nor Emenegger/Sandle r attempted to talk with any 

of the participants and publicized t he incident without ever verifying t he de ­

tails, CAUS Director Todd Zechel made it a priority mission to conduct an in­

V8S ti gation. It took nearly two years to determine the names, and, so far, Zechel 

'· ~ 'nterviewed only one of the participants, Arthur Lundahl. This is Zechel's 

econstruction of what occurred, based on his investigation: 

In 1954, Mrs. Guy Swan of Elliot, Maine, began claiming she was in con-

tact with extraterrestrial beings who were orbiting Earth in an artificial sat­

elli te . Mrs . Swan claimed she communicated with these beings through a "sound­

on-s ound" device; when they wished to speak with her she would hear an audible 

whistling nois e , at which time "they" would begin speaking to her and she would 

speak back, each hear ing the other by means of the invisible device. No telepathic 

or psychic method was invo lved. 

Soon , Mrs. Swan spread the good news to her neighbors, retired Navy Admiral 

Knowles and his wife . Both were impressed and requested Mrs. Swan to ask questions 

of her alien f riends . Of course, the "aliens" would never contact Mrs. Swan when 

anyone else was present, but she would write down ~ answers to the Knowles' 

questions . Admiral Knowles then decided . to write to the Office of Naval Intell­

igence and ask them to check out some of her information, some of which seemed 

to entail technology beyond her knowledge and comprehension. (According to the 

Navy Intell igence Command ' s In spec tor Gen·eral Office, the Navy received Knowles' 

letter and asked the FBI to investigate. Sometime in 1954, apparently, the FBI 
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interviewed Mrs. Swan . GAUS has requested the records fr om the FBI.) 

In any case, Knowles' letter apparently remained in ONI files unti l 

July of 1959, when USN Commander Julius M. Larsen happened across it . Larsen 

was an ONI liaison officer to the CIA's Photographic Interpretation Center 

at 5th and K Sts . He was als o a pilo t and needed some f lying time to keep 

~ s pilot's status , so he and a Lt . Commander flew to Elliot , Maine . They spent 

the evening talking with Mr s . Swan about her extraterrestrial con tact s , slept 

i n the Knowles' home and returned the f ollowing day . 

Larsen, like Knowles, was impressed with Mrs. Swan. But he was con fu sed . 

Mrs. Swan had experimen ted wi t h automatic writing prior to 1954 , but nothing 

much had c ome of it. However, she demonstrated automatic writ ing--a procedure 

that called fo r placing oneself i n a psychic trance--to Cmdr. Larsen. He assumed 

this was the means by whic h she communicated with her "alien" f riends: a false 

assumpt ion that was furthered by the reams of messages she had written down 

and were strewn throughou t her home . 

Thus, on July 6, 1959 , after he had signed in at t he guarded entrance of 

,- ,hoto Interpretation Center , Larsen headed straight f or the office of the 

s Di rector, Arthur Lundahl, knowing that Lundahl was deeply interested 

r~J ,,nd psychic phenomena . Larsen walked in, sat down and subsequently went 

- tr.wee. Pre sen t were Lundahl and his assistant, Lt. Cmdr. Robert Neasham, 

1 •>r -~ ly worked a t the Naval Photographic Interpretation Center (NavPIC) 

• o:•H ·, _0 nd2.hl directed that center. In fact, Neasham, along with civilian em­

ployee Harry Woo , spen t countless hours analyz ing the Newhouse/Tremonton UFO 

film and tes tified abou t his conclusions before the Robertson/CIA Panel in 

January 1953. Neasham and Woo had concluded the ob j ects on the film were ex­

era errestrial spacecraft and bo th became very upset when ,t;-he· Pane-1 rejected 

the' r conclusions and opted f or the infamous "seagull" explanation. 

Larsen, in the meantime, was writing the answers to qQestions he was 

as kin g: per forming a curious sort of rite in which he would voice the questions 

and receive the answer s tel~pathically through automatic writing. Lundahl 

glanced at the paper Lar sen was writing on and could not discern anything in­

telligible: what in Larsen ' s mind were declarations made by superior alien 

beings appeared to Lundahl to be nothing more than childish scrawls. Neasham, 

on the other hand, was more impressed . As Cmdr. Larsen continued with his 

question- and-answers ion, N sham a ked, "Can we see proof?" Lar~en, switching 

from writing to speaking , udd nly, aid, "Go to the window, we'll fly by for 

you . " At this point, both Lundahl and Neasham quickly covered the short distance 
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to the room's only window and searched the sky £o r the promised appearance. 

Neasham, more eager to see something than Lundahl, noticed there were strange 

cloud formations, isolated, turbulent fl uffs that formed and dissolved before 

their eyes . Perhaps Neasham though t the promised spaceship lurked behind one 

the many clouds swirling around in the sky , but Lundahl says , "At no time did 

I see a spaceship or a UFO . And, to the best of my knowledge, neither did Bob 

(Neasham) . " 

In spite of the f act nothing of any consequence occurred, other than 

Neasham suspecting a UFO lurking behind the clouds, both Lundahl and his 

assistant decided to report the trance session to Project Blue Book . It's 

possible Neas ham influenced Lundahl in this regard by telling him he had 

phoned the Washin gton National Airport radar section and they had informed 

hi m t ha t radar returns from that sector of the city were "blocked out" during 

the t i me of t he sighting . Whether Neasham ever made such a call or was told 

such a thing i s open to question ; Neasham, it seems, is prone to embellishment, 

if not f abrication. 

Lundahl had suggested to Neas ham that he phone Blue Book and invite the 

commanding officer, Maj or Friend, to drop in on them the next time he was 

sr.ington and they'd tell him about their experience. Neasham , however, got 

~- ar1·ied away as usual and more or less ordered Friend to come immediately to 

,,ashing on for an importan t briefing. 

Fri end arrived on July 9th, prepared to be given a "TOP SECRET" briefing 

by CIA personnel on UFOs. Instead , he was taken to Lundahl's office by Neasham 

and the two chatted ab out the Tremonton and Great Falls UFO films, which Lun­

dahl had supervis ed theanalysis of. Subsequently, Neasham briefed Friend about 

the Ju l y 6th incident, telling him a WO was seen out the window and confirmed 

by radar . Friend , needless to say, was impressed and amazed. Being basically 

in awe of t he CIA , it never dawned on him he might be receiving erroneous in­

formation .Later, Larsen came to the building and in Friend's presence attempted 

to re -contact Mrs . Swan's alien friends . Nothing much happened except that 

Cmdr. Larsen scrawled the same incomprehensible doodles on paper. A request f or 

another fly-by went unanswered in the cloudless sky. 

Friend returned to Wright-Patterson and filed a report with his superiors, 

whereupon he was to ld to drop interest in the matter--his superior would take 

care of it. It migh t have died a deserved death right there had it not been for 

Jacobs finding Friend's hand-written memo in Hynek's files and any number of 

opportunistic writers who've latched onto to it since, 
IH>t> 
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Comment: The re ason it took nearly two years to get to the bottom of this cas e 

was be cause thos e persons who participated in the event or had knowledge of i t 

a l l fe lt t he need to protect the names of the key individuals. Lt. Col. (USAF­

Re t.) Robert Friend believed he was under a caveat not to disclose t he names 

and, moreover, wouldn't and didn't speak about the incident unt i l t he Secretary 

of the Ai r Force's office had cleared it. (This came about as result of Emenegger / 

Sandler getting permission to use the case i n their film.) Even a f ter Jacobs 

discovered the memo in Dr. Hynek's files (seeming ly, Hynek "borrowed " t he memo 

fr om Pro j ect Blue Book files while· serving as Scientific Consultant), Friend 

f elt obligated to protect the sources and swore Jacobs to secrecy about the names. 

1 was able to ascertain Lundahl ' s name from Col. Friend, however, through 

a se r ie s of interviews. At first, Lundahl denied any involvement in the incident, 

but did say i t hadn't happened as had been reported. Lundahl also felt obli ged 

to pr otect Cmdr. Larsen, knowing this was not an official experiment of any sort 

and t hat Larsen conside red it a personal experience. In addition, Lundahl's eventual 

admis s ions ra t her impugned his t op ass i s t ant f or many years, Bob Neasham. There­

f ore, Lundahl was understandab ly reluc t an t t o di scuss the event in any detail . 

Be that as it may , i t seems to me that the wr i ters and producers who re­

ported the incident should have ac least talked with one of the main witnesses 

to make sure it had happened as described in Fr iend' s memo. Had they done so, 

0 .• nd had they subjected this case to the kind of scruti ny all UFO incidents need 

,.o be unde r, it would have never made its way i nto UFO folk l ore and 1 would 

h~ve been saved the expense and anguish of inves tigatin g it. WTZ 
INF# 

FT. RILEY LANDING: HOAX OR DELUSI ON? - Anothe r ca se headed fo r the UFO foklore 

collection i s one being curren t ly promoted on radio shows ac ross the country 

by former soldier s tationed at Fort Riley , Kansas, Aaron David Kaback, who claims 

co have guarded a "flying saucer" that had landed at the base . 

Kaback or i8inally wrote to GAUS on June 29, 1978, stating: "This is probably 

t he ha rde s t let ter that 1 have ever written But (sic) 1 swear to God every word 

of it is true . " Re then went on to describe how he had been on guard duty sometime 

in Nov embe r of 1965, standing sentry at the motor pool, when the Duty Officer 

came along a t about 2 AM and ordered him into his jeep. The O.D. drove Kaback to 

a remote ar ea on the base , where they met three other enlisted men who had also 

been pu lled off their regular posts . The four men were taken to the rear of five ­

ton t r uc k parked there in the field. Acc ording to Ka back:" .. . we drove for about 

10 mi rutes , and came to an area where there were three officers standing in the 
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back of a 5 ton (sic) truck, ... we were given a full clip of M-14 ammo, and 

told that 'our balls' would be shot off if we gave out any informa tion on t he object 

we were to guard." 

"After about a ten minute hike we came to an area where a large oval ob j ect 

was restin g , an army chopper was flying above the ob j ect and shining a power ful 

li ght on it , li ghting up quite an area, (sic) at times the chopper woul d fly a 

short di stance away and li ght up the area away f rom the obj ect. The ob j ect I 

guar ded was approx ( sic) 35 to 48 fe et in diameter (sic) had a f in on the end 

and an exhaust po r t , or some kind of hole below the fin , (sic) it also had a row 

of squares all around its rim .. . the object was completely dead and never moved 

during the 2~ hours that we guarded it . I can only tel l you that thia was no 

known object of the U.S. Ar my. I had r ead little about UFOs until after that 

happened , (sic) since that date I have read many books on the subject and know 

tha t the object I guarded that morning in Fort Riley was truly somethin g f rom 

', t of this world !" 

~ foll ow-up telephone call to Kaback revealed he had previously been in 

- • ul , t ";.1ith UFO logist Len Stringfield and that Stringfield had requested a 

--ecorded version of the incident fo r presentation at his forthcoming speech 

at the MUFON Symposium (July 29th, Dayton, Ohio). Kaback related that he had 

bee:n handed the clip of ammo and told to guard the "saucer" by a two-star General 

believed to be "Gen. Se aman, the commanding general of Fort Riley." CAUS re­

quested proof that Kaback had been in the Army and the subject promised to mail 

hi s separation papers. The subject also disclosed he had contacted a "publicity 

group, " which had referred him to "Eugene Marvin," a Las Vegas resident who had 

previously produced a TV show about UFOs (apparently a local show). Because the 

subject ke pt insisting he only "wanted someone to check ouc the incident," and 

that he absolutely wan ted no personal publicity or reward, CAUS suggested to 

hi m it seemed curious he kept contacting people about the incident even after 

Stringfield had promised to investigate it. The subject could not resolve the 

inconsis tency. 

A more serious inconsistency arose when Kaback's separation papers arrived 

in the mail . Kaback had claimed the incident occurred sometime in November 1965, 

yet his OD214 revealed he had been given a hardship discharge on July 16, 1965, 

after being inducted on April 24, 1964. Since had served for only one year and 

two months , CAUS found it s trange he would confuse the date of the incident. The 

subject's only reply was, "I just forgot." 
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In the first follow-up conversation GAUS had with the subject, he expressed 

total familarity with UFO literature, remarking on such cases as Ray Fowler's 

"Fritz Werner" crashed saucer case and the reported diary entry wherein ''Werner" 

writ es something to the effect "went on a special mission today that I can't 

talk abou t" on the day he claims to have participated i n the recovery of a 

cras hed saucer. Kaback says he thinks he wrote a le tter to his wife shortly 

after the guard-duty inc ident and will look for it. 

Sure enough , Kaback later produces an . alle ged copy of the letter he wrote 

to his now- divorced wife, mimicing ''Werner's" letter completely. Although the 

letter seemed authentic, in that it chats about Kaback's difficulty in getting 

home f o= G~ristmas (the letter is da t ed Dec. 11, 1964--the incident allegedly 

took place on Dec. 10), the closeness to the diary entry in wording ("got put 

on a special guard du ty I can't talk about") makes it highly suspect. 

Another serious inconsistency pepped in the first conversation with the 

sub ject. He claimed to have received a series of threatening phone calls i n 

which someone simp l y said , ''Keep your _____ mouth shut !" That was it; no 

explanation of what the threat was r e la t ed to. Kaback exp ressed extreme fear 

of danger based on the calls, even to the poin t of the fee ling his life was 

threat ened. Yet, while claiming to be "scared sh less , " Kaback 's voice and 

manne r belied any sort of f ear ; he in f act sounded quite calm and the so-called 

threats had no effect on his efforts to speak about the incident. 

Much later, when more and more inc onsistencies reared their ugly heads, 

Kaback was questioned abou t the threatenin g phone calls. At this point, he 

said they were probably i ntended f or his brother. Asked why he now thought the 

calls were mean t for hi s bro ther, Kaback said, "Oh , he got into a fight with 

some guys a t a bar; they were probably calling him ." Needless to say, GAUS 

concluded t he phone calls were contrived out of the subject's im~gination. 

The straw that broke the saucer's back occurred when GAUS spoke with Gen. 

Cu.s. Ar my- Ret . ) Johnathon 0. Seaman, former commanding general (1964-65) of 

Fort Riley , Kansas. Seaman, now retired and living in Beaufort, S.C., was 

phoned by GAUS Director Todd Zechel, who told the General he had been assigned 

to guard a "flying saucer" at Fort Riley on December 10, 1964. Now, Zechel 

said , one of his fellow guards had talked and he (Zechel) was being contacted 

by people in the news media; he wanted to know if the incident was still 

classified or if he was free to talk about it. Seaman was clearly taken aback 

by the call--but not in sense of having something to hide. Rather, he seemed 

to think t he call was being made from some nearby mental h~spital and could 
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barely suppress a chuc kle throughout the conversation . He had no recollection 

wha tsoever of any "flying saucer" inciden t or anything like it , bu t said , "If 

you think i t happened and you want to talk about i t, go ahead." 

Subsequently, GAUS played the tape of Seaman' s conversation to Kabac k , 

who had emphatically stated he was sure the two-star Genera l who handed him 

the ammo, told him to guard the "saucer," and threatened to "shoot his bal ls 

off" if he told anyone abou t it , was General Seaman . After heari ng the tape, 

Kabac k said , "He 's l ying . " Bu t when GAUS said it was to t ally clear the General 

wasn't l ying and that eve r yone who had heard the tape expressed the same opin­

ion, Kaback ad mi tted it did seem the General was te lling t he truth. When asked 

to resolve this to ta l inconsistency, Kaback could only say, 'Well, all I know 

is it happened. " 

GAUS related i ts f indings t o UFO l ogi st Lea Stringfield, stating it had 

concluded the case was either a hoax or a delusion , Stringfield, however, di s­

agreed with GAUS's conclusions and went ahead with hi s MUFON Synposium presenta­

tion which featu red a tape-recording of Kaback rela t ing his story. In mid-

October, CPUS discovered Kab ack had approac~ed a radio station .newslet1:ar. ser-

vice with hi s story and it was now being circulated around the country, with 

instructions to call ''D ave" (Kaback 's middle namr:) at his home number. At t he 

ti~e , GAUS had agreed to cooperate with radio station WPGC, Cheverly, Md., which 

was producing a two-week series on UFOs en t itled, quite uncreatively, "Project 

UFO. " WPGC, which has a wide listening audience in the Washington, D.C.-me tro 

area, r ecorded Kaback and aired his story before GAUS could add its disclaimer. 

GAUS was even more chagrined to learn Kaback had been interviewed by radi o , 

stations across the country-- "45O" according to Kaback, who seemed to be revel ing 

in the publicity. In fac t, Kaback's gleeful manner when contacted by GAUS Director 

Todd Zechel in the midst of this publicity blitz seemed to confirm CAUS's con­

clusion that the subject was suffering from a powerful delusion. 

Although Kaback sti ll expressed a desire for anonymity, GAUS feels it can 

no longer gran t the subject this protection. After all, he gave his home phone 

number to any number of radio stations. If anyone in the government was inter­

ested in tracking him down, it would take only a few seconds. Therefore, CAUS 

feels he has compromised his own confidentiality and only wants anonymity to 

avoid being held responsible for a bogus story. 
tNNF 

Comment: UFOlogists who r eport unsubstantiated claims and/or apologize contin­
uously for inconsistencies in a witness.'a story are doing everyone a disfavor, 
including themselves . Promotions of weak or phony cases through major publicty 
campaigns only serve to offset painstakingly detailed investigations conducted 
.CAUS, CUFOS, MUFON and others, It is difficult enough to separate the wheat 
from the chaf f without having the chaff being called wheat. ..,,,rz. 
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UFOS IN PERS PECTIVE: COMMENTARY BY GAUS DIRECTOR W. TODQ ZE CH.EL - Durin g the 
wanin g yea r s of its UFO project , the Air Force con t ended it could readi ly 
identify 0% (or thereabouts) of a l l sigh t in gs and explain the r es t afte r some 
di ffi culty or if more i nfor mation was avai l able . Most UFO be l ievers sco ffed 
and re j ected these claims , often poin t i ng to the seeming l y r eckless manne r i n 
\hich Bl ue Book assigned identifica t ions, somet ime s appear ing to have tos sed 
a coin to decide whi ch one t o use. 

In rec ent years, i n part i cular since the c lo sure of Blue Book, UFO de­
bunke rs have made similar as sertions. Un f ortuna t ely , the de bunkers' methods 
of ident ification have of t en seemed as hi t- and- mi s s as the Air Force's, even 
to the point of publ i shi ng ent i re boo ks devot ed t o a t t r ibu t i n g UFOs to theor­
etical phenomena suc h as electrical pla sma--a theory wh i c h has now f allen 
i nto the dun g- heap of tr i ed and f ailed catch-all explanations. (The plasma 
t heory contended that high-voltage power lines created huge plasma clouds 
which sometimes e scaped i nto the atmosphere and survived l ong enough to be 
seen and repo rted as UFOs. ) 

More rec en t ly , Ti me magazine revived the old glowing bug theory in its 
science sec tion, pr oving once again that there's no f ool like an old fool. 
And Time has been wrong enou gh, often enou gh, about UFOs and a multitude of 
o t he r matter s-- China, Vie t Nam and Ni xon, to name a f ew--to be safely class­
if ied a s an old f ool , even though Henry Luce has bitten the dust. No, Henry 
will neve r fire ano t her cor r espondent f or re po rtin g the truth instead of what 
t he old man wanted t o hear, but Time marc he s on i n his tradition. 

What's wron g with all these calculated guess es--calling them theories 
or hypothe ses would be an overstatemen t - -is that they f ail to account for 
how and why pl asmas , or bugs , or strange ice masse s, or other undiscovered, 
unobserved natural phenomena: hover ove r Air Force mis sile bases and sites ; 
play chicken with I ranian figh ters; bother foreign gove rnments enough to 
cause offi c i als to scurry to the U.S. embassy in search of help ; and the CIA 
felt strongly enough to use covert agents to collect information on them, 
engage in psyc hological warfare against them and keep every thing secret it 
learned about them . (If, by some major miracle, Time's bug theory turns out 
to be correct, then the CIA and Ai r Forc e are going to have to explain why 
they wasted mi l lions on something t hey could have hired the Orkin Man to handle.) 

This is not to say 90% of all sigh t ings can't be identified. Al Hendry, 
Ch i ef Inve stiga tor fo r t he Center For UFO St udies (CUFOS) , has assembled a large 
body of o~j ective evidence that indicates t he vast majority of civilian UFO 
reports can be identifi ed or explained. Hendry's s tudies have conclusively 
established that most reports are spurious--that t hey are based on emotional 
reac tions to mundane phenomena such as stars, planets and ad planes. Nor are 
military s igh t ings automatically classified as unidenti f ed; he has positively 
ident ified several, i ncluding an impressive-sounding report by Navy personnel. 

What makes Hendry's work so significant is that he did not decide before­
hand t hat UFOs were or were not spaceships and set out to prove or disprove 
eithe r position. This is what is known as objectivity. Debunkers, on the other 
hand , start f rom the position that UFOs- - extraterrestrial spaceships--cannot 
exist , thei r thinking locked into the fortyish notion of Flash Gordon-like 
flying saucers traveling from some distant planet to Earth. Being familiar 
with man ' s current state of space technology, debunkers make rudimentary 
calculations on the travel-time involved and decide it just can't be done; 

t • 
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there f ore, UFOs as anything that won't be ultimately identified as something 
terrestrial cannot exist . This has become kn own, fo r some peculiar reas on, 
as the "scientific" position on UFOs . 

Because UFO lo gy has dared question the "sc ientific" position, its mem­
bers have been branded as heretics. This is a reversal of the days when the 
church suppressed scientific discoveries and scienti sts were called heretics . 
Times have changed, though . Back in the good old days they liked to poke 
ho t things up your most personal orifices in order to get you to see the 
error of your ways. The modern method of punishment f or a heretic is to 
use non-physical tortures like smear campaigns. Lies have replaced the 
hot poke r, bu t the pain's still the same. 

So, while the milita~y tracks UFOs on radar, chases them in j ets and 
helicop t ers, only to be evaded and out- maneuvered, and whirring ob j ects 
hove r defiantly ove r weapon storage are as a t SAC nuclear missile bas es , 
and in the meantime (Oc tober-November 1975) enough cattle to f eed Exeter1 
fo r a year are being mutilated in fields across the country (i f this is 
being done by a Satanic cult, it has to be one t ha t's larger than the 
American Legion , mo re clever than the Moonies and more dedicated than the 
People's Temple) , Time ma gazine revives some one's old bug theory, the lead­
ing U?O debunke r revives the Air Force's discarded fl ap- f ollows-publicity 
slogan, and the Ai r Force runs off a few thousand more copies of its famous 
"no UFO ever investigated gave any ind ication of being an extraterrestr ial 
vehicle" release . 

And how would a UFO do that , pray tell? Drape a banne r over the side 
that reads, "This is an extraterrestrial vehicle"? Perhap s s omeone should 
point out to the Air Force that in order to know what something isn't, one 
first has to know what something is. In other words, if they don't know what 
an extraterrestrial vehicle looks like, how do they know wha t they' re seeing 
isn't one? 

Whomever said ''Mi litary Intelli gence is a cont radiction in terms" hit 
the nail squarely on the head. For t he small sum of only $20 Billion a 
year they can't accurately predict what our friends are goi ng to do, much 
less our enemies (case in point: Iran). To be sure, they've got a string of 
successes going-- fr om Pearl Harbor to Saigon , f rom Waterga te to Koreagate, 
and f rom Cuba to Chile . Those who suspect the Watergate operation was delib­
erately bungled haven't been paying attenti~n. If a former President of the 
United States can bang hi s head on three separate occasions on the same hel­
icop ter door, it stands to reason almost anything can be botched. (After 
Ford crac ked his head on the helicopter door for the third time, the Secret 
Service forbid newsmen f rom filming future chopper boardings.) 

What has this go t to do with so-called "government cover-up?" Well, for 
one thing, the general view of most UFO believers is that a bunch of devious 
men sit around in a room and plot the suppression of UFO evidence. Out at 
Wr ight - Patterson, meanwhi le, so the story goes, they've got so many recovered 
crashed saucers that they've had to build additional hangars. And the alien 
cemetary is overflowing with 4½ foot graves. (Why saucers have to end up 
at Wright - Patterson has never been fully explained . ) After so many accidents, 
one begins to suspect the "aliens" have as many problems as we do. That hardly 
makes them worth knowing. 

iNN> 
Amaz ing Gove r nment UFO Reports Obtained By CAUS Under the FOIA Are Availabl~ 
To JUST CAUSE Subscriber - Complete Set, Including Latest CIA, NSA, DIA et al 
For $100 - Send For List f Document Sets and Prices For Separate Items .•• 
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only worthy of inv s ' g ion, hu he s ubj ct should be 

a high p • rity for a ny 'nt ll ig nee g ncy. And , since 

h is num ous int r v i ws with CIA o ficials , l\ir Fo ce officers 

an o r 1.n elli9 nee pe r s onne l h d establi shed th t the 

a l In ellig nee Ag ncy had tak n c0ntrol of Scientific 

In lig nee (whic h incl ud s th study of UFOs ) i n mid - 1958, 

h turn d th focus of h is att nti o n to who he knew was ult-

i m t ly r o nsible for he cove r - up: the CIA . 

'' S IG l! TI GS OF UNEXPLAINE D OBJE CTS AT GPE J\T ALTITUDES AND 

T VELL I NG AT HIGH SPEEDS IN THE VICINITY OF Ml\JOR U.S. DE FENSE 

I 'S T.I\ _i.,J,T I ON S ARE OF SUCH NATURE THAT THEY ARE NOT ATT P.IBUT.1\BLE 

TO . 'A'TU R L PHE Ol-!.ENA OR KNQi"lN TYPES OF AERIAL VEHICLES." 

(Ex e rpt from a memo on UFOs addr ssed to the 

Di rector of the Ce ntral In te ll igence Agency) . 

Zee e l 's trip to Kensington, Maryla nd, in May of 1977 

had actua lly been only a sideba r to his main intent: a trip 

to Ha s h ington, D.C. for a face-t o -face meeting with a r,.etire'! 

CIA offic i al with whom Zechel had d e veloped a friendship by 

p hone . 
.... 

Art Lundahl, Zechel 's phone friend, had joined the CI.li. 

in J a nua ry of 1953. Ostensibly, his hiring was based on the 

photo-a nalysis work he'd supervised on several UFO films the 

Naval Photographic Interpretation Center-of which Lundahl was 

the Director-had conducted. Lundahl and his men had concluded .. 
that at 1 ast one film, a 16mm movie .taken by Navy ·photographer 

' 
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De lbe rt Newhouse , depicted cxtraterrcstri~l spacecraft . 

Lunaah l we nt on to hecome the world's for emost expert on 

hotogra phic a nalysis; d e ve loping, in 1954, computer-enhanced 

imagery processing - one of, the mos t imrorta nt on<l productive 

capabi lities the CI A had. 

Lunda hl ' s c a reer with the CIA has bee n one of steady 

asce nsions t o r espect and authority. Photo -analysis, under 

his guid2nce , ha d ris2 n from being regarded with skepticism 

to a position whe re it was regarded as one of the · CIA's few 

sources of r eliable intellige nce. Lundahl personally made the 

discovery ( through his interpre tation of U-2 photos} that the 

Soviets were t ranspo rting offe nsive weapons into Cuba and was 

subsequently gra nte d an audie nce with John F. Kenn e dy in orde r 

for JFK t o express his gratitude. 

According to a reliable source, Kennedy was neither the 

first President Lundahl had meetings with, nor the last. A 

forme r CIA colle ague states that Lundahl briefed at least 

th ree Presidents on another subject he is probably also 

..... . 
t.... J.7e wor ld's for e most authority on: UFOs . 

... 
Ze chel · re spected Lundahl not only for his award-filled 

CIA career, but also for his ability to pl~}; cat-and-mouse 

whenever Zechel attempted to pin him down on particular UFO. 

points of fact. Although Lundahl often told obvious lies in 

r esponse to Zechel's questions, his charming manner always 

offse t any p e rturbancc ~cchel ~ight have felt. One could not 

r ema in angry long; Lundahl mixed homespun wisdom and phil­

o sophy with his CIA recalcitrance. 

\ 
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wi~ ~ Lunda hl the following morning . Forcnos t in Ze ch e l's mind 

~~ s the item ~hich had appear e d some three weeks e~r lie r in 

the U.S . He ws & \'i'or ld P.eport ; the "s t a rtl ing disclos ures" pre­

dict ion whic h had mos t CFO r cs~a rchers wetti ng thei r pants in 

anticipa tion . Extremely skeptica l of any CIA r e versa l o f form, 

7.eche l, know ing Lundahl was a key par t of the Ag e w::..¥,, 's cove r-

up , turned to him for guidance and figur e d he would accept -
whateve r Lundah l said as the CIA's official position. Prev­

iously, they ~ad di scussed the P-eport item on the phone and 

Lur.c.=.h l had promised to c hec}: with "the hoys." 11.pparentl:,, 

"the hays" included former CIA Directors William Colby and 

Pic~2rd Helms, both close friends of Lundahl's. 

At the last moment, Lundahl almost ruined Zechel's plan 

to really "get down" with the CIA man and pump him for truthful 

ans;,.1 e rs . Shortly before Lunda hl ,-,as scheduled to arrive at 

Zec~el's hote l, he calle~ and said he was bringing his wife with 

'h • .. 1.m . 

v e nt 

Zeche l saw this as a clever ploy on Lundahl's part to pre­

any inquisition, in that the presence of Mrs. Luridahl would 

rnake it extremely difficult to have a ''truth" session. Being 

careful not to tip his hand, Zechel insisted that he must see 

Lundahl alone at l eas t for an hour or so. Lundahl reluctantly 

agreed , but o nly if tfiey could meet Mrs. Lundahl for lunch after 

their private d iscussion. 
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Lundah l proce eded t o g ive ~e c he l a g u id e d t our of t·lash­

i~~to n, oriving b y and pointing ou t such h i s tor ic site s a s 

t he for me r 1Jationa l Photogra phic I nte rpr e tation Center at 5th 

and K Sts . ( the Stewar t b u i lding), a nd t he present NP IC loc­

at ion, where t he CIA s ecur i t y peopl e r e cog ni zed Lundahl's c a r 

and wa v e d t o him a s he whee l e d by on t h e opposite s i de of the 

street. Needless to say , Ze ch~ l wa s i mp ressed. 

J\.fte r lunc h, Lunda hl invited Zeche l to his home in Be th­

esda , Ma r y l a nd . Before si tting down on th e porch for a frank 

discuss ion, Lundah l beckoned Ze chel into t h e licra ry and invited 

the researcher t o l ook a t his coll ection of hooks. To Zechel's 

mild surprise, rather t ha n the she lves b e ing loaded with tech­

nic3 l lite rature p e rta i ning to photog rametry and geology~ 

os~2ns i bly, Lund a hl's ma i n interests-at least 80% of the coll­

e c t ion were books about UFOs; Lundahl had nearly every UFO book 

eve r puhlished. To Zeche l, this seemed t o be an i ndication 

the CIA o ff ic i al took the ~ubject very seriously-and perhaps 

t ~at t h e ~ge ncy took it seriously as well. 

Wh i le Zechel's "truth session" did not pry loose much spec­

ific in f orma tion on the CI.l\'s involvement with UFOs, Lundahl did 

make t wo i nte r e sting revelations: (1) There was no doubt in 

Lundahl' s mind tha t c~ns are a phy~ical r~ality, most likely 

' 



(lnt ervi , , ontinucd) 
job for yrn I 111 1 ti1C' 111c11t Yo11 '1e 1101 
doing c1 11vth i11g no ." I s.1 id: " /\re you 
cru 7y? II I w I l c1 1v111 y I would 11 '1 I, ke 

u I b Iii that." And h asl< d m why 
not I sc11d · " Do you , , li 7C' with the 
bc1cl1g1 ound I h.1v in ' I/\ . 11 I suclcl nly 
show d up at NI AP . I ouldn't ev n 
ho ld th front p<11 t;ilc; u11til th 4:30 
wl11st !cs bl c> w . Th 1 ·c1 be 11101 crazy 
p 0 1 I in t her t h;in you co uld shal1e c1 

t1cl1 at 1 1t h ullcgc1 ti c., 11 I could never 
cope I ith - wild I" H e said : " Yeah, I 
didn't th111k o f it thut way. I gue s i i 
wouldb o h 1ymi l ure.' Youb I your 
l oa t . I c;c11d II you ca ll that a job o ffer , 
that's whr1t h ppened. 

Q. I low do you /<'P l n/..Joul your 
c111plov111 c>nt with t l 1e JA ? 

AL: 1 don't have any slings and 
arrows to th1 ow at the C IA. I found 
th m to be an e cell nt employer . I 
though t the y we r e wonderful, 
dedicated people . I've had tremendous 
xrcri nc there , mee ting people, and 

dealmg wi th big issues. I don't know of 
any job I cou ld have had that I would 
have enjoyed more. I guess the only 
way to top It would have been lo have a 
great big fu t Uf-O land out there on the 
mrJ I1u11 1 nt grounds and we'd covered it 
from three sides wi th metric cameras 
with all kinds o f things including 
magnetic spin recorde1 s and then we 
got It all measured up und we went on 

BC live at 8 o'clock Sunday night and 
told the world wha t v,,as there . I guess 
that would have been a lopper, but we 
never had a shot al that. 

DIT0111AL COMMENT 
These no tes cor re spond to 

sections of the interview marked with 
an aster isk . 

The quest ion of whe ther Ari 
Lundahl and the C IA are o r were 
"o ff icial l y " in volved wi th UFO 
investiga tions is an impor tant one. 
Lundahl has always denied ii, and has 
o ft en pro fessed grea t ignorance of the 
subjec t. H owever, ii is known from 

)
pr ivate sourc.es that during the early 
1960's the A ir Force routine ly referred 
movie films of UFOs (from gun cameras 
and other sources) to NPIC for 
analysi!., while Lundahl was NPIC 

\
D irector. Also, Lunc1r1 hl had another 
"window" on the olorado Projec t 
through a friend at Ray theo n 

I orror, l ion who did some photo­
a,wlys is for the ondon ommi ll e. 

The N avy photo -analysis lab did 
hov "numbers" lo go on in analyzing 
the Newhouse film , and Lundahl must 
hilv known that. They had lens 
r solu tion data and someone in 
gove rnment had frames of the film 
showing one of the UFOs disappearing 
ove r the hori zon (frames that were 
missing wh n the Air Force returned 
the film lo N ewhouse ). Ex -M ajor 
D wey Fournet, Projec t Blue Book 
M oni tor in the Pent agon. told NIC AP 
that th Navy analys is spec ifica lly ruled 
ou t birds. " ... i i wou ld be necessary to 
conclude that Newhouse was lying in 
m,my of his sta temen ts in order to 
conlcude that the Tremonton objects 
were birds," Fou rnet said, and the 
intelligence officers considered him to 
be "completely sincere and somewhat 
reserved." (See The UFO Euidence, 
p. 112.) 

The evidence indicates that both 
the CIA Office of Scienti fic Intelligence 
and NPIC, under Art Lundahl , have lhad a long-standing and official interest 
in UFOs and that Lundahl probably 
knows more about the nature and 
performance of UFOs, as determined 
by photoanalysis, than anyone in the 
world. He is also par t o f an informal 
W ashington UFO " underground" that 
includes Robert C. Duran! (writer 'of 
the 1953 C IA panel report) and Dr. 
Charles Sheldon, exper t on Russian 
missiles and rockets at the Library of 
Congress, among others. By making 
disarming public statements and 
pro fessions o f ignorance, Lundahl has 

served as a CIA "cover" to conceal ! 
from the public the extent of the CIA's 
scien tific data and lop-level awareness 
o f UFOs.--Richard Hall 

MUFON personnel who have not 
already done so are invited to submit 
photographs of themselves, and of any 
special equipment or facilities used for 
UFO investigation or research . If you 
are part of a group that meets regularly, 
group photographs also would be 
welcome: 

NEWS NOTES 

The Scandinavir1n UFO l·•forrn 
a t ion (SU 0 1) organiz a ti1 , n in 
D enmark has annou1icPd howct 
FOTA, a new program o f inslrumenl <'rl 
inves tigation in luding a new elec tron ic 
UFO detec tor to be distr ihut Pd wirlr, ly 
in the country. A series of record111q 
sta tions using advanced elPc trrn 1ic 
equipmen t will be part ol the r,ngr;un 
SUFOI has a srecial in teres t 111 c;01 111d 
recordings o f UFOs , ,md rrc>c;pnlly Is 
studying two such cases . l11f0m1,1 f1n111s 
invited fr om o ther rP se , r , li <' r " 
Address: SUFOI. Box 6, OK 2820 
Gento ft e, Denmark . 

At this writing Len Str i11,3licld 'c; 
monograph, to be rubl ished '11,· 
MUFON , is in galley proofs and should 
be available in February . The title is 
"Th e UFO Cra s h / R Plr1 ev al 
Syndrome." sub title " Status Report II: 
New Sou rces, New Data." It will be 
about 44 pages. 

Orders are now being acc ept cl for 
the monograph, which is in press. Pr ice· 
$5.00, from M UFON. 103 Olctowne 
Rd ., Seguin, TX 781 55 

The 1980 MUFON Symposi· ,, n ic; 
scheduled for June 7 & 8 al Clea1 .ake 
City High School near H ous ton. Tex, s. 
hosted by VISIT, P.O . Box 877 . 

•• Friendswood, TX 77546. For Sund<ly 
afternoon , a tour o( the NASAJol111snn 
Space Center has been arranged. The 
full line-up of speakers, moviPs. ,111d 
workshops will be announced later. 
Make your plans now. 

DEADLINES 

In order lor an article to be included in the 
next issue of the Journal, ii mus t be in 1he h,mds 
ol the editor during lhe last week o l the preceding 
month. Because of a backlog of material, 
submission by deadline will no t assure immediate 
publication but it will make it possible. Art icles 
that are not typed, double-spaced. that are too 
long or requ ire extensive editing , o r special 
artwork lor which clean originals arP no t 
provided, will be delayed. It is the respons,t·,'' 111 o l 
the author to assu re that proper credib ,nd 
acknowledgments are made. Regular colum 1i~ts 
are requested to submit an ex tra column or h"n in 
advance in order to assme cont inu ity o f 
publication. 
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INTERVIEW WITH ARTHUR C. LUNDAHL 

By Patrick Huyghe 

111 D ce111b<>r 1978, the U .S. as far r1s any substance, any addi tions, 
entral Int ll ig Iic Agency re lPased o r sugges tions going into the report , I 

111 I e than pages of UF -related d :iim none of those whatsoever. 
ciocum nt th c1 t al t st to the Agency's Q: In a IA memo dated February 
int r t and in olv ment in U FOs over 7, 1967, you slate that you wanted lo 
the past 30 aI s. Among the C IA's I "p reserve a C IA window" on the 
U, O papers were documen ts writt en Condon UFO project . What did you 
bv. coI1C m d , ith , or acid ressed to mean by // wt? 
A1 thur C Lundahl , the former direc tor \ A L : That, in the parlance of the 
o f the C IA 's ational Phtographic trade, means just a sea t like a mouse in 
In terpretation Center (NPIC) . Lundahl the corner to hear what 's going on . It 
Jnined the C IA 111 1953 and served as invo lves no responsibilities, only 

PIC direc tor from 1963 to 1973, the • curiosity . I, the little mouse in the 
•ear he r tired. In the course of doing • corner , was interested because I was 

a n e t e n sive a r t i c I e o n th e responsible for interpreting any kind of 
governm nt's sc rut iny o f the UFO picture that the United States might 
phPnomenon for The New York Times have at its disposal, whether it be 
Sunday agaz ine (published on O ct. Cuban missiles or anything else, so I 
I , 1979), I interviewed Lundahl at sure wanted to know a litt le bit about 
IPngth abou t the C IA's 1953 Robertson l the phenomenon involved. If there was 
Panel Repor t , Edwa rd Condon 's • something worthwhile coming out of 
Colorado UFO projec t in 1967, the the Condon project that would ·aid in 
C IA's involvment in UFOs, as well as the interpretation . of subsequent 
his own interest in the phenomenon. pic tures, I thought it would be good for 

the national we lfare to know what those 
Q uest ion: What kind of help did 

the C IA prouide the Condon UFO 
pro1ect? D idn 't the A ir Force contact 
you ,n February 1967 l o help Condon? 

Arth ur L undahl : Y es, that's 
correc t. But I really couldn't provide 

I 
any real help in the substantive sense 
because I don't k now any thing about 
UFOs at al l. You see, D r. Condon had 
been away from Washington for some 
time and he was unwitting perhaps of 
the status o f technology in the 
photogrammet ry field. You know 
there are all kinds of esot eric hardware, 
new k inds of pho tographic techniques 
for enhancing images and things like 
that. Smee at the time I was director of 
t PIC, the A ir Force asked me if I wou ld 
have Dr . Condon and two of his 
assistant s over to talk about the state of 
the art in the photogrammetry field. H e 
was a very nice man and a brill iant , well ­
known scientis t. W e had a nice vis it and 
I think he came back another time. But 

characteristics were - what they 
found. 

Q : Other CIA memos in 1967 
mention such things as "the second 
UFO projec t assigned" and "UFO 
M ensuration Support project." What 
do they refer lo? 

AL : Well, mensuration is 
frequently used alternately with 

I photogrammetry. But I didn't have any 
I UFO project. I think it may be a vagary 

o f the text. I don't know the answer but 
I'll o ffer a guess that Condon may have 
sa id "I've got this thing . here in my 
briefcase" and passed some pictures 
over and asked us to give him a 
dimension on the object. You probably 
know, but I should mention, that 
photogrammetry is the science of 
ex tract ing quantitative information on 
the real world from measurements off 
o f pictures. As I dig back in my memory, 
it seems that instead of being called ·a 
project the bett er word would have 

been " task ."(") 
Q : The C IA memos also show tha t vn 11 
aduised Condon no t to make , 111y 

reference l o the Agency 's help m his 
UFO projec t . Why? 
AL: The phenomenon is a fu lrninati11g 
subject , you see. There are lo ts o f wild -

l
eyed nuts in th is field wlin si t on 
mountaintops doing drugs and wai t inq 
for the sunrise. There are guys wi th 
psychic phenomena pouring ou t o f 
their ears. There are weird people all 
over. And of course, the CIA is a k ind o f 
exciting enough name in itself. A nd if 
you mix fire and kerosene toge I her , you 
get the whole place exci ted . I wanted to 
be careful and not imply that we were 
substantially involved. I was hoping he 
wouldn't make a big case abou t the fac t 
that the CIA was in the project . 

Q : • Were you satisfied wi th t /1 e 
conclusions of the Condon projec t ? 

AL: I rea lly don't th ink they did a 

tery good job as scientists . Speak ing as 
geologist, I really don't think o f the 
ondon project as a detached , cold ­
loaded view of the subject. Some of 

the staffers realized that they were pa't 
of a big sham ; that ii wasn 't go ing to t t:> 

an even-handed treatment o f th P. 
matter. They found that Condon woukl 
just produce a great big k ind of 
document that was going to sweep it all 
under the rug. The biggest whitewash 
of all was when the National Academy 
of Sciences put some kind of foreword 

I on the book. I don't think they even 
lread the damn thing. 

Q: Did you join the CIA before or 
after the CIA produced the Robertson 
Panel Report in 1953? 

AL: I joined the CIA just 
afterwards. But I knew a little bit about 
the Robertson Panel because al that 
time I had been working for the U .S. 
Navy Photo Interpretation Laboratory 
(in Anacostia, D .C .), where I was 
assistant chief engineer. Some naval 

(continued on next page) 
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(Int er i w , 

t k n 
som pI tur s ut in Ut h in pla 

all d Tr 1110111 0 11 . H had turn d th m 
m· r t th Air Frn c , and th y h d 

a11n d th 111 and did what v r th y 
1v I g 111 t do with th m. Th nth 
A1 1 Fo1 c I il d the111 ov r to us. I was 

111 offic handling budg I and 
t lh 11111 , o I didn't do any 

nal sis f th fi lm. But I had Ou.pie of 
111 11 who I ork d on it. Th y sp nl 
quit a f w hours looking al th imag s. 

hil w 1 studying the photos 
sorn dy all d up from the CIA, I 
think ti was G n ral Phil Strong. He 
was 1h r tary of the 

for the Robertson 
Pan I, I think . H e plain d that they ' 
had th s not worthy sci ntists coming 1 

log ther and cou ld someone from our · 
orga111zation bnng this film over and 
hav it projected and stand by to 
an::.11.1 r wha tever questions they could. 

Robert easham and Harry Woo 
shm d the film to the panel many times 
and told th m what analysis they had 
done on 1t. The problem was that they 
didn't have a single number to go on: 
they didn 't know how big the things 
v. re or how far away they were. As 
Archimedes said: "Give me a place to 
stand, and I will move the earth ." Well, 
we needed one number to get the other. 
So they had blocked out a hypothetical ; 
matrix of possibilit ies and presented . 
them to the panel. The panel was polite, 
1n1erested, and respectful and thanked 
the men for coming over. M y men were 
d1sm1ssed, and tha t was all there was to 
11 . Bui I found out years later when I was 
reading paperbacks on the episode that 
tl1e Robertson Panel pretty much 
though t the images were high-flying 
birds.(* ) 

Q: D ,d that upset your men, who 
hod spent 1,000 hours analyzing the 
f1/111? 

AL: No, I don't th ink it upset them. 
We didn't know what it was we were 
looking al . TI1e images were not sharply 
re::,olved; there was no clear cut 
geomel ry tha t anybody could see. 
There were objec ts up there, but none 
of us lrnew anything about migratory 
birds. Although it I ad seemed to us that 
1rngratory bi, cJs at I hat height, whatever 
height it was, would no t have been able 
to make a good target on the film. 
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Q : Wa th IA offi ia lly 
inter sled in UF ? 

AL: I don't lrnow what th IA 's 
int r st was. I n v r found an o ff icial 
v rsi n or pinion f any IA position 
on th matt er. In fa I , I found a gross 
I k o f int r st as far as any of the 
p ople I tall~ d t w re on ern d. The 
p ople that I talk d to didn't seem to 
have any interes t. Now, th re may have 
b en o ther people in large numbers 
working on this that I knew noth ing 
about. Maybe I sh uldn't say a gross 
la k of interes t; it's simply an exciting 
subjec t. But there was no official 
pushing attitude on UFOs. G en. Strong • 
follow d it. He was in the Office of 
Scientific Intelligence (OSI), and we 
were just friends. 

Q: What was Gen. Strong's 
interest in UFOs? ~ 

AL: What I remember best of t 
Strong and the Robertson Panel in the 
1950's was the concern over the welter 
of UFO reports coming in on various 
channels that might clog the North 
American defense pattern . Had there 

been some kind of real attack or threat 
of some kind, it might have gollen lost 
in the shuffle of confusing information . I • 
think Phil Strong's main interest was to 
make :;ure that communications would 
not be done in by this thing, illusory or lreal or whatever it was. That 's the main 
thing that got the CIA and the 
Robertson people together in the first 
place . 

Q: Was anyone else in the CIA 
interested in UFOs while you were 
there? 

AL: I remember another CIA man 
named Al Moore in OSI who was very 
interested in this subject in 1953-54 . We 
were both Naval reserve officers. 
Moore was just wrapped around the 
axle full of interest in the UFO 
phenomenon. As I looked at his face 

• and listened to his words I formed a 
feeling that this guy was more 
enthusiastic about the subject than Phil 
Strong ever was. He eventually lef I the 
CIA and opened up a patent law o((ice 
in Mississippi. He was of the opinion 
that UFOs were something very real 
and that the extraterrestrial hypothesis 
was probably the least unacceptable 
one. That was his personal belid. 
Nothing o(ficial. 

Q: Did the CIA haue an actiue 

UFO project w l1 ile you were there? 
AL: I had a job which got me 

involved v.,i lh everybody's business . A 
pi lure an be made of any th ing, and 
ipso fa lo I was involved with 
veryl>ody and every th ing. It seems to 

me lhal had !here been some real 
ongoing UFO projec t I would have 
known somelhing abou t ii. If they had 
any pi toral evidence they would have 
had lo bring it lo my place for analysis. 
They knew I was trustworthy and not a 
cracl<pot. It seems lo me that I would 
have had a fai r chance o f knowing. But I 
never heard of a single project, a single 
funded endeavor of any kind dedicated 
lo fi nding out some kind of answer to 
the UFO enigma.(*) 

Whatever I knew about it was 
enlirely coincidental. I read paperbacks 
on the subject. But some outside 
observer mighl look at my job, wl 11c \-i 
was very importanl, and notice rr y 
Tremonton backgrou nd and my 
meetings wilh Condon, and thei,,"J 
believe that I had a huge bunch of 
projects going on, analyzing pictures, 
repor ting them to the President jusl like 
Cuban missiles, and keeping all this 
from the publ ic . Well , I ca n assure yuu 
that nothing is fur ther from the lruth. 

he inlerest in UFOs may well have 
randomized among its employees, as it 
did wilh me. But I used lo go to budge ! 
review functions , 1 used to listen to 
mission summations; and no where 
along the line did I ever gather the 
impression that this was a real ongoing 
effort wilh the CIA. 

Q : Within the past year or so the 
National lnues tigotions Committee on 
Aerial Phenomena (NICAP) in I 
Washington, D .C., hos undergone a ,s 

reorganization. Were you not offered 
the position of NICAP director? 

AL: I really wasn't offered the 
position. Somebody called me up about 
a year or two ago but I had no idea if ~,e 
was ca lling. from the Defen~e 
Department or NICAP. He sounded n ff 
his name as if he were familiar to me, 
but I never did figure out who had called 
me. Anyway he started telling me about 
NlCAP's financial problems and 
chang~ of cornmand. At one point he 
soid there would be someone new to 
t,,l<e over ,1t NlCAP. Then as an aside 
he said: "Hey, Art , that might be a good • 

(continued on next page) 



State or not!" I would have liked to disappear somehow, bu t was 
in the line of fire between the glari ng Dulleses . Fo rtu nate ly a 
few changes fixed things up to their mutual satisfaction, bu t it 
was a supreme test of diplomatic skill fo r me; it was also an 
example of how intelligence and policy interacted when it was 
all in the family! 

It is not necessary to recall all of th e inter s ting ex hanges I 
had with this g reat man, whose flaw in e cessi e n thu sia sm 
for clandestine operations fo r their own sa ke was fa r 
out 1ghed in my mind by his positi ea hi ev men ts in crea ting 
a dynamic, productive central intelligence sys tem tha t real ly di d 

nrich the policymaking process of ou r gove rnment. D ulles pu t 
IA on the map in ash1ngton and abroad-perhaps too much 

so . evertheless he led it in its drive to co ll ec t and analyze 
whatever information Eisenhower and Foster Dulles and the 
P ntagon needed . He crea ed a monument to himself not jus t in 
th building he constructed in Langley, irgi nia, but, mo re 
important, in institutionalizing the whole process of secre t 
intelligence at th e center of go ernment. 

An example of the way the SC briefing system wo rked 
omes to my memory from 1957, close to the end of my O C I 

tour. In mid-year ou r scien tists and eco nomists ha d begun to 
s tumble onto e id nee of an int r ica te so rt tha t indica ted Sovie t 
t s ting of wha t we then called "ea rth sa tellite veh icles" w it h 
guided missiles that propelled th em fro m cen tral Russ ia 
(T yu ratam ) to the Kamchatka peninsula . It was th e daw n of th e 
mi ssi le age, but the think ing in Washing ton was no t rea ll y read y 
for it. I prepared a rather technical item giving the limi ted fac ts 
we knew on the tes t range activities; a t t he pre- SC bri efing 
Dulles re isted • sa in the Pre • ~d-n unde rs tafid 
it-whihm;;n t htlimse lf di Lqu· f el at home wi t t e 
mi itar and Techn · ta,j.JS-i~ed . I a rg ued vigorous y ut 

lost. We se t tled on prese nt ing a description of iki ta Khrush­
chev's dras ti reorga niza tion of th e Sovie t bureaucracies 
dealing wi th econom ic productio n . 

The nex t mo rn ing, as usua l, I rode over to the White House in 
th e limousine wi th him as he reviewed the revised tex ts . He 
fr etted ove r some of the ma te ri al, as w as normal, and then said 
th oughtfu lly, "You real ly th ink that m issile tes t business is 
impor ta nt, don' t you?" I only had time to nod before we 
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~-Z)4HL 
alighted, went into the Cabinet Room near the oval office of th 
Preside nt , and bega n the briefing . The DCI always sat at the en 
of th e long conference table next to the fireplace, while th 
President sat at the middle of the table w ith h is back to th 
wi ndows. 

I sa t in a cha ir along the w all nex t to the door to the hall, read 
to place our vis ual aid chart s on an easel by the fi replace an, 
answe r q ues tions if th ey got\too techn ical fo r th e DCI. Since 
la ter did th is sa me job fo r John A. McCone, I have the scene we 
in mind . O n th is occas ion in 1957 I was transfixed, howeve1 
w hen th e DCI ended hi s briefing wi th the sta tement that som 
dis tu rb ing new evidence a bout Soviet weapons w as availabl E 
wh ich he wou ld like Dr. Cl ine to present . 

I spra ng to my fee t and looked at the grossly inadequate m a1 
showing econom ic reg io ns of th e USSR . With the bravado tha 
co mes fro m co untless briefings, I sw ung my pointer to an area 
hoped was w ithin 500 miles of Tyuratam and briefly describe , 
the m iss ile acti vity between there and Kamchatka . I said th, 
experts thou ght the aim was to launch small earth satell itt 
vehicles but of course the missiles had some potential a· 
weapons . 

Ei senhower took all this in thoughtfully, leaning forward tc 
ask if the miss iles could be fired as well from Kamchatka ove 
the Pacific and whether, if so, they could reach the Unitec 
States . Cursing my wholly inadequate map inwardly, I repliec 
that theoretically they could reach Hawaii but not California 
and that at the moment the range was set up the other way fo1 
other purposes . The President courteously thanked me and tht 
NSC went on to other business. As far as I know this was tht 
on! • he subject e came up at the NSC befon 
Khrushchev • • e world with "Sputni , t e sa e litt 
launc ed to circle the world in October 1957. les later tole 
me he was exceedingly grateful that we had slipped that current 
intelligence item in when we did. 

Photographic Reconnaissance 
At the time of its development I had only an inkling of one ol 

CIA's greatest achievements-fthe invention of the U-2 high­
flying aircraft and the camera capable of taking pictures from 
80,000 feet, pictures that would permit analysts to recognize ..____--
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• • • • ch ; ]It 
course 

a rm11 arybases 
at things ro m the a ir op n d 
In ar-mira le reyolutioni 2 d 

all y riva ling sig nal0'"o r produ cing 
reign areas and reducin g the burd en 

on the se ret age nt enormously. It a lso gave the analys t 
hi t ri al cl pth in vidence, permitt ing resea rchers to ide nt ify 
lead-t ime traces in w apo ns deve lopment once new rada rs, 
mi siles , air raft, submarines, e tc. had bee n discove red. Th e all­
s urce research center whe re photogra phic sig nals, age nt 
r port , and ove rt data files co uld be ch eked one aga in st th e 
other bee am more tha n eve r the key to success ful inte lli ge nce 
analysis . 

The DOI had se t u • ta tion offi ce in 
_1953, d rawi ng on mi lit he rud imentary 
air recon naissa nce tee ~~~~~,,.__.._._...-. h~ leader of t_he 
group was Ar thu r Lu~b_l, a train ed Pl (ph g_t_g- inteI_ r~ter) ~I:,__d 
a rs1 • ns tantl tent1al of the 
· 10 00 0 wo r one of the 

a hnoogy.l 

ca ~ =---=-=- ,s:.L=w;;..;UJ..!f!.ll--'-'-~"""-'-'-"''---'-'~~~~ :,:;:..:_~ :...:,e 
s t e in with o t 
up a modern fac i -2 and ea te 

o tog raph th a t em I ed about 1,200 peop e a to and 
constituted a cru cial central element in most mo 
~nee rese~alysis. You ca nn o t take pi ctures o _w . a 
happens in th e da rk o r unde r cove r or what takes place inside 
somebody's head. For th ose thin gs we still need agent: or some 
othe r method of inte ll igence coll ection. Everything else, 
howeve r, tha t is ou tside in the light of day lies open to 
inspectio n if a good enough camera can be put above it. 

Lunda hl's miracles of photo-interpretation were made 
possible by th e paralle l developm ent of cameras, lenses, a_nd 
specia l films fo r h ig h-leve l photography. He worked with 
ge niuses in Ame rica n indus try who, under contract, worked for 
CIA to dev lop these pho tographic devices . At the same time 
anothe r grea t contributor to the modern intelligence era, 
Richard Bisse ll, an economist with extensive administrative 
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e~ience in government who ·oined CI~ in 1954 as a Specia 
Assisfa rrcrDulles, was wor in on the plat o rm to ca rry the 
~ mera ove r its ta rge s a ove t e reac o ai rcrafror an tiai rcraf 
fire . He engaged the services of an inventive aefonautica 
enginee r at Lockheed Aircraft Company, Kelly Johnson, tc 
hand build the U- 2 i'°Ja sepa rate little hangar called the "skun ~ 
wf-I'ks" in Californi-:J 

I..Jhe U- 2 looked more like a kite built a round a camera than an 
ai7pla ne; it was nearly all wing and its single jet engine made it 
shoot into the air like an a r row and soar higher than any other 
ai rcraf t of its day. The need to keep the airframe light was so 
g rea t that the plane landed on one set of tandem wheels rathe r 
than the no rm al pai r and, when forwa rd momentum was lost on 
land ing, si mply fell over on one of its long wingtips. Every 
land ing was a crash landing, but the skids on the wingtips were 
built to take it. The wi ngs pread was so wide and the airframe so 
light that the wings had to be held up by little "pogo" sticks on 
wheels that carried the wings down the runway until forward 
speed lifted the highly flexible wings and le t the pogo sticks drop 
off on the ground . Such ingenu ity made the U- 2 a winner . It 
caught the Soviet Union un prepa red . U-2s flew first in 1955 and 
flew over Soviet territory regularly from 1956 until 1960, when 
the Soviet military forces finally managed to down Gary 
Power's aircraft w ith a close explosion of an S -2 antiaircraft 
guided missilQ 

Fortunately, Bissell had foreseen that roun tertechnology 
would one day catch up with the U-2 and had pioneered, with 
U.S. Air Force ass istance, the development of even better 
camera systems and earth satellite vehicles capable of flying 
higher than the SA-2s. In 1961 the follow-on program became 
operational and soon the camera 90 miles or !-0 high in space was 
able to send back the same level of photographic images that the 
U-2 had first captured in 1956. Since a satellite at about 100 
miles altitude circles the earth every 90 minutes, it will, in the 
course of a week or two, traverse every part of the earth as the 
globe revolves beneath the satellite's path. Thus selective 
coverage of any target area on earth can be obtained. 

While this quantum leap forward in technology won CIA 
well-deserved kudos, and Bissell is ~ ~uthentic hero of the 
intelligence profession for th t ?Nson., it also landed CIA in the 
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n i t fa llab rati n with the ir F r e b ca use the 
laun bing f v r atellite r quired a milit a r laun h pad . As 
satellites and mi ii b ame m r mple and os tly, the 
t hnol gi al a pe t s metime se m d to o ershadow the 
int lligen e purp e and the m untai ns of film piling up 
required a , hole new e he! n of analysis and process ing . Still, 
ov rhead re nnaissan e and ph to interpretation are here to 

dern intelligen e analysis cou ld not do without them, 
l arm ntr I agree ments and defense policies based 

on pr i e kn \ ledge f the strategic wea pons systems the 
U R or hina an deploy. 

T h .e te hni al ollection achieve men ts have si nce bee n 
roaden cl -t- i~lule - erwater reconnais~ ance . Th is fac t 

rama tica ll to the ublic's attention e re ss 
bro t e s tor f the U.S. at~pts ta retrieve a Soviet a tomic 

mari~ in the su mmer of 1974. By now, of course, the USS R 
as muc the ame reco;nai ssa nce capability as the United 
tates, but CIA pu t us fir s t in the photographic imagery fie ld by 

at lea t five yea rs as a result of the bri Ilia n t wo rk done in tande m 
by Art Lundahl 's team and Dick Bi sse ll's indu strial engi nee rs. 

Open Skies 
My knowledge of all of this advanced technologica l planning 

was very limited while I was still in OCI, but I had one 
experience as an analys t that broughJ me very close to the open 
skies wo rld tha t the U-2 foretold. ~n mid-1955 the President 
ag reed to hold the firs t Summit Conference of Heads of 
Government _p.f the USSR, Great Britain, France, and the 
United States. pulles decided to send me along to Gen_eva a~ a 
member of the delegation so that an analyst could provide daily 
intell igence reports directly to the Secretary of State and to the 
President. I was there for about ten days, working day and night 
at the other end of the cable line to Washington . The conference 
las ted from July 18 to 23, produced the "spiri t of Geneva," the 
firs t of the many detente periods in U.S. -Soviet relations, but 
produced little else in the way of concre te results. It gave me my 
first direct look at Khrushchev, Bulganin, Zhukov, Molotov, 
and the rest of the men I had been studying so intently for so 
long. I was only at arm's leng th from them whenever I went into 
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th e main conference hall to deliver a message to Foster Dulles . 
I am always amazed when I remember the conference to 

realize that Eisenhower tried to achieve a diplomatic break­
through on the basis of his foreknowledge of the U-2 ~y 
proposing an open skies mutual inspection pact based on aena1 
reconnaissance of each other's terr itory. In the eternal hopeful 
America n spirit, he tried to make a gesture of good will and was 
sharply rebuffed by Khrushchev . I was standing outside the 
conference room when this extraordinary, fars ighted proposal 
was made, and I learned from Ambassador Chip Bohlen, 
Eisenhower's interpreter at the session, as soon as they 
emerged, that Uhe Russ ians called the open skies proposal 
nothing but an American espionage tric(l I wonder if they ever 
regretted it in the next yea rs as the U-2s began doing 
unilaterall y over the USSR what Eisenhower had proposed they 
do on a reciprocal basis . It is ironic that the peace of the world 
now depends to a remarkable degree on the unilateral U.S. and 
Soviet technical means of monitoring arrns agreements that 
evolved from this U-2 technology of 1955. In any case the 
balance of strategic nuclear power that protects U.S. security is 
guaranteed by U.S. intelligence efforts, based on the photo­
graphic techniques CIA officers began working on 2 years ago. 

, CIA Overseas 
After the first Summit ad journed with no agreement on 

anything consequential, a follow-up meeting of foreign 
ministers met in Geneva for several fruitless weeks, from 
October 27 to November 16, haggling over formulas for 
disarmament, German unification, and greater freedom of 
movement of peoples and information between Eastern and 
Western Europe. These sub jects proved to be obdurate and they 
are still on the negotiating table today. In preparation for 
advising the President, I had organized a computerized index of 
data in CIA files likely to be used in connection with agenda 
items in Geneva . It turned out to be of little use because nobody 
in the delegation ever asked the relevant questions, but since I 
was the only one who pretended to understand the computer 
file, l spent many weeks in Geneva purveying current 
intelligence and helping out on the State delegation whenever 
possible . 



ment o f in ternational events supplements and simplifies the 
intelligence reporting task. Nevertheless, experience showed 
th a t newspape r managemen t and the broadcast media 
harbored extravagant suspicions of CIA as if it were solely 
dedicated to what they loved t o call " dirty tricks," that is , 
covert action . This attitude called for sensationalizing all news 
about CIA. It was no surprise when in the pos t-Watergate era 
the news media savaged in telli gence so viciously that the 
resulting press and Congressional reaction threatened fo r a 
time to destroy the whole intelligence s tructure. 

Meanwhile the othe r DD! components were doi ng some of 
their best work. The photo interpreters under Art Lundah l and 
the strategic military research analysts under Bruce Clark, a 
Current Intell1gence officer, combined forces wi th the econo­
mists and scientists to provide the Office of Na tiona l Es timates 
with evidentially-based judgmen ts that were often sounder 
than th ose emanating from Defense and State. In particular, 

IA estimates and analytical reports on Vietnam provided an 
increasingly isolated light of reason and caution in an o therwise 
imprudent climate of opinion . 

In this whole McCone period I benefited, as DOI, from the 
extraordinary diversity of research pursuits on the par t of 
office rs and staffs throughou t the Agency. For example, one 
nigh t la te in 1962 when President Kennedy called me to a~k 
about the possibility that Soviet missiles were being hidden 1n 
caves in Cuba, I checked with the ORR geographers and 
economis ts who had formed a task fo rce on Cuba and found 
th at some conscientious soul had prepared a card index on every 
known ave in Cuba, with indications of size of ent rance a nd 
suitability fo r storage of weapons-which they were sometimes 
used fo r . When we plunked th at file down on the con ference 
tab le in the Cabinet Room at the White House the next morning 
a nd said only a very few m issiles could possibly fi t into or ge t 
through the entrances of these caves, the problem ~ie_d right 
then . This is a case of serendipity in intelligence that 1s li kely to 
occur when you have an adequa te s taff of well- indoctrinated 
analys ts. . 

Close con tac ts with the reconnaissance and photo inte rpre­
ta tion world also paid off. At the h eigh t of the Cuba missile 
crisis McCone and I persuaded Bobby Kennedy and several 
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o thers to go down to o ur photo center-then in a decrepit ol< 
building in dow ntown Washington-to look at the negativ1 

images on the processed film through our excellent optica 
system. The prints that we used at the White House were neve: 
quite as clear as the film itself. After this exposure to the blacl 
arts of Lundahl 's crew, neither Bobby nor anyone else eve1 
questioned the analysis of the Soviet weapons in Cuba that w< 
presented on numerous occasions to the little band of NS( 
Executive Committee officials gathered together by th< 
President to deal with the missile crisis. 

Just before Kennedy made his great speech on Cuba or 
October 22, 1962, I was instructed to send teams of senio1 
analysts as briefers, with a kit of photog raphic evidence, t c 
accompany special ambassadors to Ottawa, London, Paris, anc 
Bonn to fill in th e governments in these key capitals on thE 
Soviet provoca tion and on our decis ion s. William Tidwell, chief 
reconnaissa nce ta rgeting exper t, Chester L. Cooper, the DOI 
depu ty fo r NSC liaison, Sherman Kent, and Jack Smith went tc 
these cities; a t each place the photo kit was so pe rsuasive ou r 
allies-even de Ga ulle - fe ll immediately in line . Konrad 
Adenauer for a long time believed we had gone to the trouble 
to send a man under cover to brief him; I think we n ever 
convinced him Jack Smith could be a real name of a CIA officer! 
I m yse lf went to the United Nations in New York shortly after 
Kennedy's speech to show the pho tographic evidence to 
fr iendly delegates and assist in the drafting of Adlai Steven­
son's speech of accusa tion delivered in the Security Coun­
cil- the one wi th the drama tic offer to wait till hell freezes 
over for an hon est a nswer from the Soviet delegate about 
missiles in C uba. There is a picture in Bobby Kennedy's book 
on Cuba, Thirteen Days, of this confrontation with the CIA 
briefing charts on an easel in the background. 15 Again our 
intelligence was never questioned in this, the proudest 
moment of DOI analysts . 

Following McCone's lead in trying to emphasize substantive 
eviden ce and judgment at all levels, including the policymaking 
level of the NSC, the DOI often found itself involved in 
interagency problems related to the coordination of intelli­
gence. A Special Deputy to the DCI was supposed to cope with 
interagency intelligence coordination. For the most part the 
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Between the Sun and the Earth 
The First NRO Reconnaissance Eye In Space 

Robert A. McDonald , Ph.D., ditor 
http.//www.cia .gov/cia/dsVcorona.html. 

Two individuals were driving forces behind the decision to build a photoreconnaissance satellite 
for the US. They were James Kil lian, Jr., president of MIT, and Edwin Land of the Polaroid 
Corporation . Killian chaired a committee that was establ ished to examine the threat of a surprise 
attack on the United States. Land chaired a panel that was responsible for finding approaches to 
monitor the military capabilities of the USSR (Deutch , 1995). 

That trad ition of imagery exploitation can be personified in Arthur C. Lundahl who was the 
Society's president in 1954. A Washington Post obituary for Lundahl described him as "a 
pioneer in photographic in tell igence and the art of photograph ic interpretation" (Barnes, 1992). 
Lundahl was widely known for his work with U-2 imagery, but he also was a major player in the 
use and exploitation of Corona imagery. He founded the National Photographic Interpretation 
Center (NPIC), which became the Director of Central Intelligence's center for the analysis of 
Corona imagery. It was Lundahl's years of experience in photographic interpretation of airborne 
imagery that enabled NPIC to make its contributions to national security during the Corona era. 
Dino A. Brugion i's and Frederick J. Doyle's article provides a biographical overview of Lundahl's 
li fe and his contribu tions to the fields of photointerpretation and national security. The article puts 
the exploitation of Corona imagery in the context of a life experience. 

Arthur C. Lundahl: Founder of the Image Exploitation Discipline 
Dino A. Brugioni and Frederick J. Doyle 

Art Lundahl , as the founder of the image exploitation discipline, was a major player in the 
in terpretation and use of Corona imagery. During World War II Lundahl encountered aerial 
imagery by interpreting photographs of enemy targets in the Pacific Theater. He started his 
civilian career with the Naval Photographic Interpretation Center in 1946. In 1953, Lundahl 
became the first chief of the Central Intelligence Agency's Photograph ic Intelligence Division, 
which later became the National Photographic Interpretation Center (NPIC). As the NPIC director, 
Lundahl was responsible for the analysis of U-2 photography, and then after 1960, imagery 
acquired by the Corona reconnaissance satellite. Lundahl enjoyed the confidence of four US 
Presidents and briefed many other high-ranking officials from around the world . During his career, 
he received many awards for his work in photointerpretation and was universally admired by his 
colleagues in the in tel ligence and remote sensing communities. 



CIA FOIA - V I TT OF DR. 0 DO TO NPI , 20 FEBRUARY 1957 

/Title: 

/Abstract: 

ru flJ ' 1' : v11tt or Dr. Cc,ndon t.o lfPIC, 20 hbn1ory 19()7 

Yill bo nv~\lable to as cl5t r-.... Condon by perfo r mlnn vo r r. 
f !\ pt\Ot.C'!;ra11111''! l1 le r.atu.re, auc h u o.t.U mpt.one t o ·D'le-asvrc 

o jec ts I "'' CC• I cm pho l,o6 1'-'J:h s ti,. t. rM.Y be ~r·l or 
Dr . Con;!on'c analy&lo. Work f -Jrfo r·meJ by tlPlC 'J 11 l bc-
&trictly of n chn l cc, l n.'lturc u~lflG 11erv!ce1 i,.nd Cl(l111p?,Cnt. 
general y not avail ble else,.,t,i-re. 

5, Foll C\-' 11'6 th1& brier dfs cu &sl on i:i Mr . wnd,)})1'11 off i.c o 
V io firOu p a~ Jo•J rnotl to tile c-onforcnc e r c,om ,,,he re a e<>rlc s <•f 
br 1 <>f ins, v:i, prc-.:1 e 11 led to Pr. Cc,ndcn a nd h l s gtO\l f'. Fo llcr,,J Ill'. a 
ohc r-t 1ntr~uc l l on 'by the fc,ll.ovfne l>r111fine;G ve re 
J>r es e11 t ed : 

n. Ceneral d1 ~ uss1 n of pho t c:i; r .i;et.ry, !n-:-lvdtnr.:; 
J <> f lnl tf. on , l <' r ! no~ Md, in e c:-nHa l, wh:lt pt>.otola.n.-v.: try 
is M d ,:h!lt _it _c.:vi . do , -~- .. :· -- • -- pre ser,tcd tlU6 
dlscvH:lvn. 

b. Coll°"cd 
,.-Hh 3 prescnt ;\ l i.on of the o.r,aly~ir, he ha<i t ,ef.'n c:c,n 1uctins e n 
lJFO phCl t or,r!l,:·h-1 fw-nii;t.'Xl. !JPIC by D1·. Ft.~ch fC'n1 . 
d i 6cu:;:; ! on 11a. e of o ,_; e.:C! r.13l 1,11t •J r c Rnd outlinM the prc blcm.s 
he lla/J encN111ter-!:cl bec a·.isc of l tick of ~~k i n !'crr..atic-n, 
eu.:-h l!s cslr.!-?ra focal lengLh, reke o f camera, 1.rsr--ccific-(1 
enlargements, etc. 

c. the n 8)YC a s~~cr!l dt GCU~S!On 
on t.M ruc rod.ensHe>a.etcr atltl ite a:pplic:a~ior. to illlAcle onl"\ly Gis . 

d. 
f~l'!.Cn1.~ 1. ! on on tsod ensi t o rooter exp'.:r1n.cots Iii: /Uls tce:i 
cooducl!ri0 . 

c. then esccr t cd the group 1nto the 
nc,.- clean are ;i · .. her~ they vi e<.-cd Mll discvs ~ed thf3 if;oden ­
tdt.omct.er l!i.1111 tho nev Winn Micro,Jer.si\.oa;eter, 

r. He turn1ni; to the confe rence r co 1 

brkfcd the 6coup on 11,Cosw·ir,c in~H•.lJll~nt!l u~ed 1n and 
fo llovC'd by a 6Cn~rril presentation on th12 s\.lccess nnd 
fu.flul'~ - - h~ ell~rl <'nce-d in trying to mcnl~e ot:jccts 
it.>"Ced on tho, ::~ood !)FO prc,j<ict o,111in~ follo111nr; 
' ·):! ~ ,1 1~~·.1c;.:;ion th~n ,.~11:luc-l~ tt,e cn,up intc 
the instt1Jmr.nt. D.Ttl\ 11 lic rc t he l'oiot ~·rnnr.fCI' Device, t-~-i !'l=i 

88o ComJ?~~11tor , t,h11 13,enson-l.eh.nt?r Plot.I.er a.n(I the lllU 1'c:re 

v1r,1cd by the eroup. 

IIVISIT OF DR. CONDON TO NPIC, 20 FEBRUARY 1957 

http://www.foia .cia.gov/browse _docs.asp? 

Page 2 of 3 

I 

7/7/2002 



Ja nuary I 200 I 

Jus ice Dear men /Fede ral Bureau o f Inves igation 

J . Kevin O' Brien 

hief , FOI/PA Section , Rm . 62 9 JEH 

Washington , D. C. 20535 

Dear FOIA Officer: 

Thi i a request fi led under the Freedom of Information Act. 

I reque t that all documents containing information regarding the following topic be provided to 
me: 

I would like the FBI file of Arthur Lundahl . The CIA bio on him 

says 

ARTHUR C. LUNDAHL 

1953-1 97 4 

Mr . Lu ndahl is recogn i zed as the f ather o f image r y analys i s and the c reator of 
a world-class national center f o r p r oducing i nte ll i gence from overhead 
image ry . This thorough and highly technical intell igence enabled Lundahl to 
ga in the con f i dence of four US Presidents . 

I have enclosed three pages from t he CIA which shows t hat 
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Mj12 Organizational Support list:1950s to Pres 

Updated:01-06-2000 

This first reported list of individuals were connected to Mj-12, the original t 

1) Arthur Lundahl: CIA 1953-1974, Founder and Director of the CIA's Photog 
Interpretation Center. Discovered Russian missiles in Cuba. Briefed three p 
on UFOs. 

2) Stanley Schneider. Former assistant to the director, White House Office 
and Technology. 

3) Lt Col Robert Friend, USAF: Commanding Officer, Project Blue Book. 195 

4) Dr. Charles Sheldon : Head of Science and Technology Division, Library o 
Congress, US Office of Naval Intelligence and former CIA employee. 

5) Arnold Whi te: Ch ief , CIA Domestic Contact Division, 1952-1973 . 

. 6) Dr. Gerald Rothberg : Stevens Institute of Technology: Served on the Con 
' Committee: CIA Team Chief on operati on "Christopher Columbus." 

/ • 7) General James Garland, USAF: Former commanding officer, ATIC. 

8) General William Hipps , USAF: Former commander USAF Intelligence Op 
•··· Command ( 50s ). 

This second list is reported to be individuals who were on the Mj-1 2 advisor 
from the early 1950s until the late 60s. 

1) Louis A. Johnson: Former DOD employee. 

2) Harold C. Stuart: ? 

3) John C. McCone: ? 

4) Thomas K. Finletter 

5) Gen Earle Partridge: Retired USAF Commander 

6) Dr. John Von Neumann: ? 

7) Eger V. Murphree: ? 

8/ 19/00 6:48 PM 
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This last list are of individuals most recent reportedly involved in the progr 

1) Richard Helms 

2) William Coby 

3) Lou Tordella 

4) John Tovey 

5) Senator Pell 

6) Dr. Carl Sagan 

7) Ken Shutten 

8) Dr. Raemer Schreiber 
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'h e r t on P r k Ilotc l 

\'i ;. c; un "'ton , • c . 

lvfo.r ch 26, 1963 , 

.1. o t : ten winne r a o tho C a re or Service Award of the National Civil Service 

L a · u e , I ::,end wa.rn"l expre Goions of gratitude . The Nation has good r eason 

::,~ pr " of t .,~ e.·cc. tiond n.bilitico you have ap_1lie d in your productive 

=- =-- ~ o ' ccrv:· cc ~nd y • r vit2..l :i.·olco i n :Jhaping n..nd m oving our gove r nment 

11 c 'tizcno ehould be rca s:::ured to know that the demanding 

r::- '"'b_cm s ... -:.at c onfront ou:..- cov errunent are being mot \vith knowledi:; e, 

(: l adc • 1 • o T 1 c wi<l ran~e of your achievem ents I 
..,. . ,. . 

) · -'- • ·:e _- ·cat ·-- ::i cty of oppor t :n tie 3 for a challcngin~ i::a::!'ecr in the 

,..., '. _ Nu.tion ..:. : .: iv:.~ ::· i· -.r:. .J '.! L e a:;u~ haa asain, b y ita oelection and acclaim 

o [ • : t Dt.:!.nui!-:;: awarJ winncrc, n'lado "' v.:i.l .::.; l e cont1·ibution to better public 

u1!· · -:: ::.- .:t.:ir ·1 • 1z o:f our ar oer ao· vi c e. My best wiehec. for continued success 

X ~ 
· r.. t!:~ · r e n c avor s co to .,Oraemo C. B a nnerr,:1an, Capt. Hewlett R. Biobop, 

X K 1 X 
:..i.; ~ue t Co IIa.hn, Dr. G. K . Hartlnann, Arthu1· C. Lundahl Nicholas J. 
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O __ --.·1 ovic, D ... . Hildrus A . P oincle ,=ter, 

X 
Frank A. Taylor, 
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